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Tue SpecraL Meetine. 


We this week conclude our report of the meeting 
called to consider the position of the Veterinary pro- 
fession in regard to the Scheme for Registering 
Shoeing-Smiths. By a majority of six in an assembly 
of thirty a resolution was carried to the effect that it 
is desirable that the Royal College of Veterinary 


_ Surgeons should sever its connection with the scheme. 


It is well that the meeting was held, although un- 
fortunate that such a resolution should have been 
carried. Our readers can see for themselves what 
arguments were advanced, and how many of them 
aftorded even an excuse for the resolution. The man 
who was arrested one night for being ‘‘ drunk and 
disorderly ’’ and fined next morning for ‘‘ keeping a 
dog without a licence,’’ had no more reason to com- 
plain of the illogical position in which he was placed, 
than have the Council to complain of the result of 
this meeting. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 19, 1893. 


There is only one way to clear up this confusion of 
rules, and that is to pick out such resolutions as are 
worth retaining and repeal all the rest. What with 
the provisions of the New Charter, the alterations of 
the examinations, and this mass of undigested resolu- 
tions, it is next to impossible for a Member of Coun- 
cil to know what procedure he must adopt, and quite 
impossible for a new graduate to understand the 
constitution of the body he has just joined. The 
Bye-laws Committee of the Council has a good three 
months work before it. 

In the good old days when a membership of Coun- 
cil was an honorary life appointment there was less 
difficulty if a man possessed a good memory, for he 
could then carry in his mind the rules in force, and 
it was very seldom that any change was made. 

What is wanted is a thorough revision of the Bye- 
lawsand a methodical arrangement of the Resolutions. 
Unless this is soon accomplished we shall get into a 


Of course the Council will have to take some |™Uddle which may lead to some friction with the 
notice of the resolution, but, unlike the majority of | 8¢hools or with the candidates for examination. 


this meeting, it has responsibilities to the profession 


which will steady its decision. The Royal College of 


Next Session. 
The Scotch schools reopen early in September 


Veterinary Surgeons has publicly associated itself | this year, but the London school opens as usual in 


with two other public bodies to do work which every- 
one allows ought to be done. The sole complaint is 
that the work has not been done as well as it ought 
to have been (the specific fault has been acknowledged 
and removed) and yet we are asked to publicly run 
away from a scheme whose only object is to protect 
the horse and improve an art. 


Resotutions or Counciu. 

_ In the Legister of Veterinary Surgeons for 18938 
san addition of seven pages showing what Resolu- 
ons are in foree. A Resolution differs from a Bye- 
‘tw in that it may be repealed or altered by any 
ineeting of Council, on the agenda paper of which 
eee: 18 given of such alteration. So long as a re- 
Solution 1s unrepealed it has the same force as-a 
Sir Some of the resolutions in force have been 
i agg for many years and experience has tested 
ms Aa ue. Some are regularly acted upon, some 
mae letters and ought to be repealed. Those 
om — which have stood the test of time might 
jonah, added to the bye-laws, so that they obtain 
Vishin igre and are easily seen by anyone 
Nol wy understand the rules which govern us. 
lor the on fifty resolutions are published this year 
| ‘st time, and the composition of most of 
incorrect capable of great improvement. Some are 
Ibis said contradictory, and a few unintelligible. 
Were seare y old members of Council that if the books 
ed there are many more resolutions which 


the first week of October. This is awkward, as 
nothing has yet been arranged between the schools 
|and the college as to the length of session every 
student should attend. Probably we may be told 
that the profession( as represented by its Council) has 
nothing to do with the methods of teaching adopted 
at any school, and that the length of a course of 
study is no more our business than the manner in 
which knowledge is imparted. If this be the correct 
interpretation of our position then we need trouble 
ourselves very little about the student. Our duties 
are simply to examine such candidates as present 
themselves with a certificate of attendance from the 
Principal of any affiliated school. We have no right , 
even to require that the candidate bas been taught 
any or all of the subjects upon which he is to be 
examined. Whatever the legal position may be, 
practical expediency aud harmonious working suggest 
that some definite arrangement should be come to 
with the schools as to the times of opening and 
closing the classes or as to the duration of a session. 
It might be thought that the practitioners of the 
veterinary art were the persons most likely to have 
the necessary experience as to what a student should 
be taught and the proportionate degree of each sub- 
ject. This is not so. We have the power to select 
subjects for examination and to appoint examiners. 
The governing bodies of the schools arrange what is 
to be taught, when it is to be taught, and how much, 
Some of these bodies contain no veterinary practit- 


Vi 
~- been repealed and which therefore are in 


ioners and it is really wonderful how they perform 
their novel duties. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


Is tHe Apmintsrration oF MEDICINES MORE DANGER- 
ovs Cases or IN CatTLE THAN 
IN orHER Diseases AFFECTING THEM ? 


By F. T. Harvey, F.R.C.V.S., St. Columb. 


There are some conditions affecting cattle in 
which the forcible administration of medicines, or 
even of bland fluids, is undoubtedly dangerous, such 
as choking, coma, and some other less common con- 
ditions, but I am unaware that black-water has ever 
been mentioned as coming under this category. A 
case, however, pointing in this direction is recorded 
in The Veterinarian for February, 1850, by Mr. Cox, 
of Ashbourne, under the title of ‘The danger of 
administering drenches through bottles instead of 
drench-horns.”’ He says “I found the symptoms 
not very aggravated or acute. There was no palpi- 
tation of the heart, the pulse was 80 per minute, her 
breathing tranquil, and there was no grunting or 
groaning. She stood up eating a little hay, her 
urine was the colour of dark porter. Being very 
busy at the time I left an astringent draught to be 
given in warm water immediately by Mr. Johnson’s 
men, and an active purge to be given an hour after- 
wards. After leaving directions as to regimen, etc., 
I departed. On my return I called to see the cow 
and found her dead. On making inquiry I found 
the draught had been administered with a bottle. 
She was unwilling to take it and hoosed several times 
during the operation, and as soon as this was over 
became very ill.’ Seeing this they did not wait an 
hour before the purge was given, and by this haste 
completed her destruction. i had no hesitation in 
saying that the medicine had gone down the windpipe 
and that thereby the animal had been suffocated. 
Post-mortem. All the internal viscera were 
healthy except a small portion of the ileam which was 
slightly inflamed. On exposing the larynx, trachea 
and bronchial tubes I found the membrane quite 
black and their canals were filled with frothy fluid, 
containing evidences of the medicine, and also small 
bits of masticated hay, both of which had collected 
within the bronchial tubes. There was a collection 
of partly masticated hay within the larynx nearly as 
large as my fist which the animal in her agony had 
learing pr that th ad “gone the wrong way,” 
cation arising trom giving the 
am g giving the medicine out of a 
The interpretation placed on this case by Mr. Cox 
' may or may not be correct, but death appears to have 
been due in great part to the presence of hay within 
the larynx and trachea and therefore having no par- 
ticular connection with the bottle. This case of 
course represents ici 
at any time either from 
8s adininistration of a draught. 


But do these accidents occur oftener in cases of black- 
water than in other diseases, there being neither 
paralysis, mechanical obstruction, or difficult breath- 
ing to account for the result? I think they do. 


Some time ago I was asked to prescribe for a 
bullock suffering from black-water. I sent a drench 
composed of linseed oil, ether and turpentine, ounce 
each of latter and pint of former. I called to see the 
animal three hours after and found him dead. | 
found on post-mortem that the trachea contained a 
large quantity of partially masticated food. The 
large bronchi were almost blocked, the food had 
apparently come from the rumen as sometimes hap- 
pens in parturient apoplexy. 


Another case somewhat similar in result occurred 
a. few days since, though I unfortunately was unable 
to make a post-mortem examination. A cow had 
been ill three days from black-water, the owner had 
given salts and aromatics, I gave an unfavourable 
prognosis. Nourishing gruels were ordered and a 
draught containing nitrous ether and solution of 
pernitrate of iron given. She became very much 
distressed, was in great pain, and died about two 
hours after. In this case the drench was apparently 
too strong and yet was very simple. 


In another case the urine had improved much but 
constipation was present. Twelve ounces of sulphate 
of magnesia, however, seemed to act like a poison. No 
post-mortem was made. — 


These three cases are typical of several others 
either seen or heard of in practice. In no other 
diseases can I call to mind a similar series of occur 
ences unless one compare them to what occurs often 
enough when we give salts’ in the so-called grass 
staggers of cattle, or of parturient apoplexy. But the 
modes of death in these diseases are quite «ifferent. 
Pneumonia rapidly supervening agier a dose of medi- 
cine is not altogether rare im black-water and} 
frequently fatal. Whether it is due to the entrance 
of food or medicine to the trachea, or whether due to 
changes wrought in the respiratory centre it is diffi- 
cult to say. The occurrence of pulmonary inflan- 
mation, however, in an animal suffering from 
profound hemal changes and rapid blodd destruc 
tion might be expected occasionally, if not qm 
often. 

If it be granted that accidents or occurrences of 
the above nature, are commoner in the managemell 
of black-water than in most other diseases, #0" 
think they are, to what are they due, and how #" 
they to be obviated? Black water is very prevalent 
at present, five or six cases occurring at the -_ 
time on some farms, and itis with a view to — 
information both pathologically and therapeutica'y 
that I offer the above remarks. I think we pe 
still to ask the questions: What is black-water 
Whence comes the toxic principle which breaks = 
the blood? Is it produced by an entity or by ae 
bolic processes going on within the body? Have 
an antidote or cure, or must the treatment yee 
heretofore, expectant? The disease is of ar s 
importance to merit considerable attention, or 
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RECTAL RUPTURE IN MARES. 


By C. Cunnincuam, M.R.C.V.S., Slateford, 
Edinburgh. 


In connexion with this subject; the following 
cases may be given; the first appears to show how 
simply and easily the rectum when overloaded may 
at times be ruptured ; and the second, by contrast, the 
amount of pressure it can occasionally withstand. 

I. Two years ago, 2nd May, 1891, I was called 
to a well-bred mare, 15.2, about 12 years old, big 
with foal, three weeks from her time, with symptoms 
at first sight rather puzzling, but betokening internal 
rupture. Dull and haggard-looking, on her feet, un- 
willing to lie down, evidently suffering ; respiration 
slightly quickened, nostrils a little dilated, equal in- 
and-out breathing, with occasional heavy sighs ; 
patches of perspiration here and there over the body ; 
quivering of the muscles above elbow ; back arched a 
little; sight tympanitis, pain on pressure to belly ; 
no attempts to vomit, nor any discharge from nostrils. 
The owner stated that the mare had become unwell 
about two hours before I saw her—pained, and “ press- 
ing a good deal ; that he did not know whether the 

foaling was on her or not, that she had gone on in 
this way for some time and then fallen into the dull 
sinking state in which I found her. The rup- 
ture, unfortunately, was not difficult to discover, for 
on passing my hand quietly into the rectum, I was 
surprised, not to say shocked, to find, about a foot 
from the anus, what can be described as nothing else 
than a fair-sized hole or opening, three inches in 
diameter, on the floor of the bowel and a little to the 
near side, in which a mass of fecal matter was fixed, 
and through which a good deal more had passed in 
tnongst the other bowels. The mare was shot, and 
tllorts made to save the foal by rapid excision from 
the belly, but without success, the little thing sur- 

‘wing only a few minutes. Further post-mortem 

“ummnation showed the stomach and parts of colon 

ant cweum filled, not to say overloaded, with partly 

masticated and undigested food—broken Indian 
vr, crushed oats, bran and hay-chop. The accumu- 
oe in the rectum, judging from the quantity that 
~ ee into the abdomen, must have been large, 
ra 7 Coats of the bowel had given way and its con- 
ae ere freely distributed over the organs in the 

Rs: “posterior part of the cavity. Examination 

before death had shown nothing amiss ; 

eat lated, os uteri sealed in natural way, no 

attempts at parturition. 
“healer. Rk, may be stated, had been for several 
tion, but read are pasture and was in poor condi- 
at injudie passing into her last owner’s hands kind 
abunda a attempts had been made by rich and 
oe time ae to make amends, and brace her up 
oaling. 
abo 1S spring, 8th May, 1893, I was asked 

ut § &M. to ich 
Catriage al goeight miles to see a well-bred 
had foa) nine years old, about 16 hands, which 
told by the uring the night,—a dead foal. The story 


the mare te? es Was to the effect that expecting 
*to foal they had remained with her ; that 


at 2 a.m. the foaling cameon. “ Pained,” lying 
down, pressing and heaving repeatedly, but for fully 
an hour all to no purpose, till the men began to 
think the mare would never foal without assistance. 
At last the fore feet and latterly the head made their 
appearance, and by pulling away they got the foal to 
the haunches, and eventually away altogether, but it 
was limp and lifeless and in the men’s opinion was 
dead before the feet were seen at the vulva. After 
delivery the mare had paid no attention to her foal 
but continued to lie down and “press” a little 


occasionally in a quiet way, and she had passed no 
dung. With the aid of warm water and olive oil I 
tried to make an examination of the vagina and 
uterus, but to my surprise | found the passage so 
narrowed and constricted, by the presence of and 
pressure from a large mass of fecal matter in the 
rectum above, that I could not without some degree 
of force reach the os uteri. This force I did not of 
course employ, but by the free use of clysters and the 
hand emptied the bowel of its contents. This gave 
immediate relief to the mare, and a smart dose of 
physic completed the easy cure. Beyond slight 
bruising the vagina and uterus were intact, and 
the rectum had escaped. ‘There was no appearance 
whatever of injury or rupture. 


The cause of the impaction in this mare’s case was 


more difficult to trace, for the feeding and exercise 
allowed appeared right enough, but that some cause 
existed was evident from the fact that a thorough- 
bred colt castrated a few days previously was also 
affected with constipation. 


Remarks. Here we have two cases in apparently 


similar and yet dissimilar states and conditions, and 
with very different terminations and results. The 
first mare is aged, has been for weeks half-starved, 
and is in poor condition. Suddenly, and for a week 
rich and abundant feeding is given her ; the stomach 
and bowels get filled with contents which they are 
ill-prepared to hold or digest, colicky pains come on, 
accompanied probably by several of the involuntary 
heavings or forcible efforts to defecate seen often in 
cases of impaction of the larger bowels ; the feet or 
head of the fetus is forced by the action of the 
abdominal muscles violently against the impacted 
rectum, and, little able to bear the strain, its coats 
give way and death soon closes the scene. The , 
foetus is uninjured but the rectum is ruptured. 


In the second case the animal is younger, and has 


always been carefully looked’after and fed. She is 
in first-rate condition, in which it is natural to sup- 
pose the coats of her stomach and bowels participate. 
With the result that, though filled to repletion and 
subjected to severe force and strain, the rectum holds 
good. But its bulky contents present a serious 
obstacle to parturition; long and protracted labour 
ensues, ending in the death of the foal, but the re- 
covery under treatment of the mother. In this way 
presenting, too, a contrast to the case recorded by 
Mr. Henry Thomson, of Aspatria, in The [ecord of 
22nd ult., in which the mare “had foaled without 
much difficulty ” a living foal, but showed soon after 
(like our first case) all the symptoms of early dis- 
solution, from a large rent in the bowel. Mr. 
Thomson’s case and our first bear out Mr. Thom- 
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son’s assertion that “rectal laceration can take| A practical lesson may be drawn from such cases, 
lace from indirect pressure.” They show as already viz., to see to the state of the rectum before copula- 
stated how simply and readily at times that bowel | tion and before parturition. If the owner of my first 
may be ruptured, while our second case goes to prove | case, as soon as his mare showed signs of uneasiness, 
that such a result does not frequently ensue but that had thrown up three or four clysters and at once 
the rectum, though well filled or impacted with feces emptied the rectum, his mare might have lived to 
and subjected to force and pressure, will, as a rule, | give him in a few weeks a good foal. If the two 
hold good. Viewing the matter theoretically one | grooms—nice fellows though they were—in the 
would scarcely come to such a finding. How, for | second case, instead of watching and waiting on the 
example, the second mare, without injury to herself, | mare for fully an hour, had had their syringe in good 
forced even a dead foal through the passage which a order,and not dry and useless on a shelf, they would, 
é few hours afterwards would scarcely admit a medium- in my opinion, by its timely and judicious use have 
sized hand, owing to the enlargement and bulging of been rewarded in half-an-hour by the arrival ofa 
the rectum, is what I cannot understand. | would | valuable living little colt. 
not have believed it possible for parturition to take Some eminent breeders, I am informed, will not 
place without rupture, but fact is stronger occasion- | allow mares to be put to their horses until imme- 
ally than theory or imagination, and the fact remains | diately before service the vagina—by a Reid’s pump 
that that mare was delivered and the rectum was | or otherwise—has been cleared of all accumulated 
not lacerated, nor, so far as we could ascertain, at all | mucus, thereby ensuring, they say, more certain 
injured. Substituting the time of copulation for impregnation. Be that as it may the practice is 
that of parturition, I think we are justified in coming | commendable, and if the same kind attention could 
to the same conclusion. Given a mare in low condi- | be paid to the rectum and clear it of its accumu- 
tion suddenly put on better keep, with an accumu- | lated contents immediately before copulation, and 
lation of ingesta, especially in the rectum ; or given | especially before _ parturition, this proceeding 
what is more common, a lean, thin mare brought up | would be very conducive to the pleasure, comfort 
from pasture with her belly filled with coarse, rank | and safety of the animals more immediately 
grass—the accumulation in the rectum in such cases | concerned, to say nothing occasionally of the cash 
at times requires to be felt and seen to be believed in | account of the owner. That a mare in full use is not 
—and put at once to the horse. Let the mare be | likely to have much of an accumulation in the ree- 
perhaps a little undersized and scarcely in full use, | tum, and that attendants are generally careful as 
while the stallion is strong and vigorous. Is it any | foaling approaches, by mashes and_ otherwise, t aol 
matter for surprise that the rectum sometimes gives | secure that the bowels are in good order, we admit; nie: 
way? Is it not more surprising that the accident so | and the practice is good. Still the fatal cases re- difer 
seldom occurs ? corded—-and many, we believe, that have not beet — 


and blow- 


of gas, anxious expression, full, quick pulse. 


; That service through the rectum has taken place recorded—show that such accumulations are Tot un- me 
is surely a somewhat hasty conclusion at which to frequent, and should be ie Let the fully 9 
‘ arrive without distinct and definite proof. We know | *™@¢ attention be paid to the bowels and rectum In « 
that such cases of accumulation of faces in the rec- | ®8.t0 the vagina and womb, and the results, we think their 
tum depend very much on paralysis, more or less will be satisfactory. has ta] 
complete, of its coats. The peristaltic action of the — —————— post m 
it cannot relieve itself. Even like tu 
e most forcible efforts of the abdominal muscles— | +. : “a, ' or 
as well shown in a case of injury to the Leaning Is VOMI TION IN THE HORSE CHARAC pe 
its nerves which came under my notice—cannot eject TERISTIC OF RUPTURED STOMACH: of the 
the contents ; they lie as a dead, heavy, inert mass By J. Kirsy Pixineron, M.R.C.V.5., Liverpool the ser 
pressing downwards on the vagina, and the entrance = heccenineariatl 80 long 
of any large body into the latter from the vulva for-| On Tuesday morning the, 25th July, at 2.30 & content 
wat ds mi from the uterus backwards is very apt to! I was called up to go to Mr. Ellis Brammall’s, Finch Mya 
rays mene of the semi-paralysed, fully disten- | House, West Derby, to see a bay cob gelding—l) © ing wp 
The fat a attenuated coats of the intestine. | 20 years of age, which was a great favourite and 4 the fol 
pk math sae far as we can judge, | fast and stylish goer, ‘taken very bad with gripes Perieng 
litude 4 through the vagina, The son, Mr. H. Brammall, who came for me, charact 
employed an aite : fi he male organ and the force | formed me that the coachman, who is a new one. ha¢ (1) I, 
to cause at times rupture | in their absence called in a veterinary surgeo” nea! Vol. 
only to show the el a t rarity of the accident goes | at hand, who had sent a bottle of medicine to beg!" 4 pony | 
bowel in very tislens a fre nd ' adaptability of the | at once and said he would come on after. This medicine and was 
clearly proved in Court, the owner of ure can be | cumstances I hesitated: about going; but tach do, 
be liable in damages but Ww rer of the horse may | always done their veterinary work for year “i iter 
with Mr, Thomson and gained their entire confidence, I went. tin 
case the rupture has occurred th Me almost every | I was informed the cob was taken bad on comi™s mew. 
the vagina on the overloaded from from a journey, having eaten its evening met 
misfortune, of the mare and her reviously. I found the animal 
latter should justly bear the loss, and that the | uneasy, sweating, repeated vomition and erat mag 


. 
‘ 


. August 19, 1893 THE VETERINARY RECORD 105 
on, ing rather heavy. I enquired if the other V.S. had} (2) A case which came under the care of Mr. na 
ee been, as I thought it best to consult together, but| Bonhill in the practice of Mr. Campbell, F.R.C.V.S., ‘, 
Brst found that he had been and gone, and did not intend | Kirkeudbright, (Vet. Journal Vol. XXI, p. 826).) Y 
se coming again, as he said the horse was done and| While examining his patients Mr. Bonhill noticed a % 
eas would died very shortly—pointing out to the owner | greenish discharge from the nostrils and on the i 
d to the frothy like saliva and injecta coming from the | animal coughing, a large quantity of the fluid con- aw 
ina nose and mouth, as a fatal symptom. He then gave | tents of stomach were vomited, and within half-an- 
the a subcutaneous injection of morphia to relieve pain, | hour the horse again vomited three times, the 
the and left two small draughts, tobe given if the pains| material escaping by both mouth and nostrils. 
fae were very severe ; the draughts were, I fancy, chloro- | The animal could be caused to vomit by simply com- 
a a. dyne. Finding the case given up by another, and | pressing the larynx, in this case the patient died and 
wae feeling that ‘‘ while there is life there is hope,’’ I set | on Mr. Campbell carefully examining the stomach he 
of a about to do the best I could do for the patient.’’ I | found a desquamation of the epithelium of the mucous 
gave subcutaneous injection physostigmin ; attending | membrane in the cardiac position and a slight dis- 
die at the same time to the general wants of the animal | colouration round the pyloric orifice. 
‘aii by way of giving comfort and relief. In three (3) Is a case recorded by Mr. Meyrick, Army Vet. 
amp quarters of an hour we had a slight _passage with | Inspector, (Vet. Journal Vol. XXI p. 471.) The 
fated plenty of stringy mucous, another injection was given | subject was a colt at grass, which at intervals of 
aie within one hour of first, which brought away frequent several hours would throw up, through the nostrils 
at evacuations, gradually becoming softer, this and other | only, about a bucketfull of half digested food. Mr. 
ail little things were followed up during the night ac- | Meyrick administered a strong dose of aloes in solu- 
aii cording to symptoms. This cob rapidly improved | tion and thenceforward no vomition occurred. 
we in every respect and was sent out for exercise on the (4) A case by Mr. Wolstenholme, V.5., Manchester, 
aie Friday following, with instructions to continue doing | (Vet. Journal, Vol XXVII, p. 168). The patient 
salad 0, and gradually feed up according to the amount of | shewed acute abdominal pain, on exploration per 
ately = done, Te sie rectum he found a calculus, which he removed, and 
oak My reason for writing on this subject is not alto-| next morning the horse keeper distinctly saw the 
Boece gether to give any new information or treatment, but | horse vomit, covering the wall and window sill with 
ges simply to see if any of your patients ever had the the fluid thus returned, the animal was standing at 
od as ne symptoms as given in our text books, and then | the time and died about an hour afterwards. On 
mre 0 have got thoroughly right. I have had many re- | post-mortem he discovered a small perforation of the 
anit: coveries after vomition in the horse, this being the | rectum with inflammatory surroundings, and another 
ee —_ belonging to the same owner, although in | calculus (4lbs. 202.) was found in the colon, the 
is — localities. It should be a warning to old | stomach contained about a gallon of fluid. 
of UD- ind young practitioners not to give a too hasty prog- | — 
at the and treat the animal as hope- 
ssible. 
ar In conclusion I should like to ask your readers NOTES FROM CASE BOOK, 
’ their opinion on these cases, and what they consider By Frank G. Asuuey, F.R.C.V.5. 
In many instances I have seen on 
= st morter i 
ike As a regular reader of [’ecord who is specially 
RAC: partial strangulation taken place to integested in clinical reports, which sppear to 
ee this, so I think ~viptl “| been greatly wanting during the last few weeks, | 
H? i ink the same must take place in rupture : . 
tthe stomach. I maintain a horee can F af have ventured to forward some rough notes on a few 
srpoole the serous and un recover 1" | cases, as I am of opinion it is selfish to expect others 
and muscular coats only have given way, | do a littl 
© long as the mucous coat remains intact and the | ”2¥5 to furnish them without trying to do a little 
au. of the stomach are not thrown out. 
ing Mr. John Millar, of Dundee, in look- Suscepripitity To Perrronitis. 
me with A few weeks since I was called to a yearling 
rience, confirms mr, opinion min heifer which had been empaled, the abdominal wall 
ne, iD- characteristic of ei death. 18 NOL | being torn for about six inches, and part of the viscera 
ne. hat (l) Isae b P . protruding, this I tapped and tried to return whilst 
yn_neai! Vol. XVI ase by J. A. Nunn, A.V.D. (Vet. Journal, | standing but being unable puta sheet round it and 
e gived 8 pony oo while in India. The subject was | cast the animal as carefully as possible, but burst 
edicine and Was ida to an officer of the 8th Hussars, the gut for some nine inches, I doubled the two 
ce il the pen ie to be suffering from retention of urine, | serous surfaces together and stitched them through, 
having tach done pa three times during the night after | and after returning the gut I closed the external 
rs al alter the ae weee the first time about three hours | wound and put a bandage round the body, and she 
arrival other times nen of the first dose, and the| has made a good recovery. Some few days later I 
ning i Nunn menti alf-an-hour after each of the doses, Mr. | castrated by the actual cautery a yearling colt under 
neal of days) the ae that during the entire time (three | chloroform, and within 24 hours he showed signs of 
n, vely ch sale tack lasted there was no violent pain | being amiss by uneasiness, and on 3rd day was dis- 
otation® e good general uneasiness and that the pony| inclined to feed, the temperature and pulse rapidly 
1d blow: recovery, indicated serious complications, the scrotum did not 


| | 
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| 
| 


106 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


August 19, 1893 


swell, and the discharge was like bloody water and 
slightly warm ; he refused green food, became much 
tucked up, and walked stiffly, his respirations a little 
quickened, was very dull, bowels constipated, and 
died on 6th day from peritonitis. Now to what must 
I ascribe the different result in this case to that in 
the heifer, where the peritoneum was not only severed 
but roughly torn with a green wood stake, covered 
with ingesta, mauled over by the farmer, and only 
washed with clean water before being returned into 
the abdominal cavity, no antiseptic whatever used, 
‘animal not ancsthised and yet makes a rapid and 
uninterrupted recovery ; whereas the colt was care- 
fully cleansed before the scrotem was severed by the 
hot iron, carbolised oil run into the wounds, the 
animal carefully dieted before and after the opera- 
tion, and yet he developes peritonitis within 24 hours 
from being operated upon. Is this annoying result to 
be attributed to super-sensitiveness of the peritoneum 
in equines, or to idiocrasy or what ? 


Poryrevs. 


A three-year-old heifer supposed to be suffering 
from actinomycosis, I found her eating mash but so 
soon as she discontinued feeding an impediment to 
respiration became manifest, causing the animal to 
hold its head and neck in a straight line and breathe 
with great difficulty ; on auscultation the obstruction 
could be localised over the larynx, and on examination 
by the mouth a tumour about the size of a duck’s 
egg attached by a fairly long pedicle about the size 
of the little finger to right side of the pharynx could 
be detected at times it slipped into what appeared to 
be a pouch between the larynx and right side of the 
pharynx and when in this position it did not cause 
any impediment to respiration or deglutition. A pair 
of bulldogs were put on and a« balling-iron into the 
mouth and an easy removal anticipated, but the 
balling-iron had to be discarded as it was worse than 
useless; the arm was again inserted at full length 
and twisting of the tumour tried, but to no purpose. 
I next tried to scrape the pedicle through with my 
thumb nail but found it a very tedious process, and 
after several ineffectual attempts to tear it from the 
pharynx, during which I got rather severely bitten, [ 
tried to put a piece of string round it, but it was not 

until I got a piece of stout cord that I succeeded in 

getting it over the tumour when I tore it off. The 

beast swallowed the tumour, much to my disgust, as [ 

was unable to show it to the owner, but she was 

ew relieved, and this was sufficient satis- 
The next similar case [ meet with I shal 

hold of the tumour after having got the cord fies, 


5 


it, and pull off with the other hand 


. 


Royat VetTertnary 
College will open for the 1893-4 
of Mr. J. Astley 
RCS. introductory address will b 
wae at 1 pm. The matriculation 
eld at the Royal Veterinary College on Wed: % 
day me Thursday, August 30th and 31st. Mr Richard 
= o owys is the secretary, and will suppl an i for 
on required on application. ne 


THE PARASITIC DISEASES OF YOUNG pe 
ANIMALS. 

By G. Uproy, M.R.C.V.S. h 

Si 

Having lately been interested in these diseases I Fe 
should like to know what advice to give owners of Z 
live stock respecting their prevention. pe 
With ovines I think the parents are the most com- ex: 
mon source of infection, the eggs of the parasites off 
having been cast from the ewes are picked up by the dis 
lambs, if in sufficient quantity they give rise to the bee 
lamb diseases, unless there is an intermediary host. = 
With bovines a new feature presents itself ; calves 
fed entirely on roots with chopped hay and straw fre- Me 
quently die from emaciation caused by strongyles in ) 
the true stomach and intestines, which parasites can is 0 
only be detected by the aid of the microscope ; the I 
question therefore arises—are the eggs of these Mr. 
parasites located in the feeding stuffs ? It seems in a aga 
high degree probable that they are. . 


The sclerostoma syngemus of birds is a puzzle to P 


me. Young pheasants and turkeys fed on pastures any 
thoroughly new to them have become affected with wart 
gapes this year. Anyone with the slightest knowledge ansy 

M 


of these parasites would think that during such a dry 
spring and summer as the present these diseases 
would be hardly heard of, although flockmasters have 
suffered a fair amount of loss from the lamb disease 
this year. What seems strange to me is thata game- 
keeper (a very intelligent Scotchman) who has been 
losing so many pheasants from gapes, informs me that 
the birds have lost the parasites since the showery 
weather has set in. If damp places are favourable to 
parasitic life does it not follow that the disease should 
assume greater proportions during,a period of wet and 
stormy weather? I have had the opportunity of 
making several post-mortems on birds that have die 
of this disease and cannot detect any strongyles 
the intestines ; I thought that the strongyles in the 
windpipe might be associated with parasite in the 
intestines, as is the case with ovines, so that the 
parents might be the source of infection to the off- 
spring. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


. (Special meeting on Aug. 4th, to consider relation 
with the Farriers’ Company, continued from page ) 


Prof. Macqurern :—After the remarks that have a 
made by Mr. Simpson and Mr. Hunting, I think it WOU 
be unwise to let them pass un-noti First, - ve 
allude to the annual meeting. The observations ™4 
by different members of the Council at that — 
did not redound to their credit. 1 hold that a mem. 
of the profession has a perfect right to ane Se 
opinion upon any question that properly comes t my 
the meeting; and if it has been misconceived tha 
remarks were touching the personality of Mr. Mulvet, 
wish to withdraw them. 


Mr. Mutvey :—Are we here to discuss the conn 
between this profession and the Farriers Compt 4 
at the Ap? 


are we here to discuss what took place 
Meeting ? 
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Prof. MacqugEN :—Mr. Simpson has referred to the 
powers of the Farriers’ Company. At the Annual Meet- 
ing, I alluded to the potential powers of that Company, 
but Mr. Hunting, who ought to know, did not believe 
that the Farriers’ Company possessed any such powers. 
Since then I have made enquires, and I find that the 
Farriers’ Company possesses no great power; and that 
it would require to obtain an Act of Parliament before 
they could register these men properly. I may further 
remind you that the operations of the Company did not 
extend beyond a certain distance from their own head 
office. With reference to what has been said as to the 
distribution of these circulars, I think it would have 
been a graceful and a politic act to have issued circulars 
announcing the meeting from this Institution. 

Mr. Simpson :—We have no power to do it. 

Mr, HurnpAaLL :—Why did you do it at the Annual 
Meeting 

Mr. Simpson :-—Because we have the power; and it 
is ordered that we shall do it so. 

Prof. MacqugEN:—Then there is another point. 
Mr. Simpson told us that there has been no prosecution 
against a registered shoeing-smith, but later on Mr. 
Hunting tells us that there have been two prosecutions. 

Mr. Huntine :—I said nothing of the sort. 

Prof. MacquEEN :—Leaving out the question whether 
any have been prosecuted or not, how many have been 
warned? That is a question which has not yet been 
answered, 

Mr. Simpson :—I do not deny that a great many have 
been warned, 

Prof. MacqugEEN :—Mr. Simpson has told us that there 
have been abuses no doubt in this scheme, but he asked 
us what scheme was free from abuses at its outset. What 
do you elect members of the Council for but to look 
after the interests of the profession? Objections were 
raised at the inception of the scheme, but not, says Mr. 
Simpson, from the rank and file, they were raised by 
members of the Council. I-am well aware of that, and 

iy answer is that the rank and file of the profession do 
hot care to interfere until they see that the Council 
itself is wanting. If the Council are going to 
take credit for urging objections against the 
scheme they must take the responsibility of the 

ehaviour of their representatives. (Hear, hear.) We 
the F also been told to-day that there was a report from 

i. arriers Company, but we were told at our Annual 

Meeting that no report had been received from our 

Tepresentatives. 

Mr. Siwpson :—I never said that a report had been 

*eeived from the Farriers’ Company. 

Been Macovman :—The chairman said so. The fact 

ay vt at there was a report, but the Council took 

te — not to let the profession be aware of its 
by Mr. H ow We get a red herring drawn across the trail 

* haga ating, who has his own views upon this ques- 

© played oo not be too hard upon him for the part 

aetiawn rae the first year of the Registration of 

pioneer. but aresay he was then acting the part of a 

Sande te Owing to force of circumstances he has seen 

depart from that position. 

this. I took the 
tof. MacrvEEN :—The fact remains that Mr. Hurn- 
re Proved up to the hilt that your position with 

gard to this question y Pp 
is entirely ietimetthoun or a period of nearly three years 

Mr. with your position to-day. 
— utterly deny it. 

Scheme jg all. a ‘—Mr. Hunting tells us that the 
Ccause the o ered. That makes it a new scheme, 
' scheme was an examination on models 


Huntixe 
The original rise to correct Professor Macqueen. 
Scheme was to register after practical ex- 


amination. That I approved of. Then that was not 
done and [ ieaeerovel ; now it is done and I approve. 
(Hear, hear.) Only two hundred were registered on a 
mere oral examination. 

Prof. MacqueEn :—Mr. Hunting wishes you now to 
fall into this altered state of affairs. Whence this sud- 
den improvement? Mr. Hunting did not inform us. [ 
willingly allow that to Mr. Hunting is largely due the 
credit for bringing about an alteration, and I propose 
that this meeting and those who act in concert will bring 
about an improvement in the management of our Council 
to the extent that they will not elect six representatives 
unless they intend to have some control over them. 
(Hear, hear.) Without Mr. Hunting’s agitation in this 
Farriers’ question we should never have had an altered 
examination! That altered examination has been effect- 
ed with a rapidity which is marvellous! It usually takes 
years for an improvement of this sort to take place! 
But witness the sudden change of front that has occurred 
since the meeting on the first Monday in June! The 
Council then were silent as to the manual examina- 
tion. Now the machinery has been well oiled! So far 
as this meeting has progressed I look upon it that Mr. 
Simpson represents the Council, that Mr. Hunting re- 
presents the Farriers’ Company, and that those who 
have spoken at this end of the room may be taken as 
representing the veterinary profession. I have risen to 
speak in favour of the motion proposed by Mr. Dollar, 
and I am entirely at one with him. The only way to set 
the matter right is to sever our connection, whatever it 
may be, with the Worshipful Company of Farriers. My 
reason for asking for the separation is this. You may 
ask the Council what connection they have with the 
Registration scheme. Advised by Mr. Thatcher they 
will probably tell you that they have nothing to do with 
it, aud that they merely send delegates who have no 
power over the other delegates. If that is so, why 
should we continue? Is it not possible that we should 
have a little more power over our delegates, and send 
representatives and not automata jwho do not re- 
present us at all? It is quite evident that the Council 
is not agreed upon this question, that the Farriers’ 
Company are not agreed, and that the profession is not 
agreed ; but I firmly believe that if the profession were 
polled to-morrow the large majority would be in favour 
“ complete dis-sociation with the scheme. (Hear, 

ear). 

Mr. Warp :—I think it will be to our wisdom, and, 
certainly to our respect and profit if the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons withdraws from the Worshipful 
Company of Farriers altogether, at any rate so far as 


attending examinations and giving certificates is con- . 


cerned. I think as a scientific body we ought not to 
recognise or to do anything that can be so easily mis- 
construed and so misrepresented as to deceive and mis- 
lead the public, for it is absurd to suppose that the 
simple ideas that inay ‘be gained by the more intelligent 
smiths at the few superficial lectures on the anatomy and 
physiology of the foot deserves the slightest recognition 
by the veterinary profession, much mvore the question 
of the signing of certificates. Certainly if it means any- 
thing at all it means that the holder is qualified by his 
attested scientific knowledge and his assumed capacity, 
without the assistance or guidance of a veterinary sur- 
geon to manipulate and to advise respecting the hoof and 
the shoe. I heartily support Mr. Dollar’s resolution. 
Capt. Hayes:—We look to a large amount of our 
income ‘from the study of the horse’s feet and to the 
peremptory dictation to the smith to shoe as we order 
him to shoe. Many times I have asked a smith to shoe 
a horse in the manner I indicated and he has given me 
to understand that he knew more about shoeing and 
about horses feet than I did. Am I to take this posi- 
tion? No,I cannot. That is the position these smiths 
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have taken up, and I say it is not in accordance with 
our learned profession. We ought to take up our stand 
and say we acknowledge the smith’s knowledge in no 
way. I am very pleased to support Mr. Dollar’s resolu- 
tion that we should sever our connection with the 
Farriers’ Company altogether. 

Mr. Price :—I am exceedingly suprised to find that 
shrewd men like our friend, Prof. Macqueen, and Mr. 
Dollar, and two or three other gentlemen who have sup- 

orted this resolution should think of doing so, because 
consider that we should be doing one of the worst 
things possible in severing our connection with the 
Farriers’ Company. Although I signed the petition for 

_ this special meeting I gave Mr. Rogers to understand 
distinctly that I would not pledge myself to support it. 
It is a fact worthy of consideration that if we do sever 
our connection with the Farriers’ Company it will still 
remain in existence, and they can go on registering as 
many men as they like. Directly we withdraw from this 
Committee we lose all influence over it. The proper 
thing for us as a profession to do is to put the right men 
on this Committee to represent us. In my opinion it 
would be suicidal policy on our part to withdraw. 1 
sincerely hope that this meeting will think well before 
we vote in the direction Mr. Dollar and Prof. Macqueen 
would wish us. You may depend upon it that if we 
withdraw our support from this Farriers’ Committee 
it will be one of the worst things the profession has done 
for many years past. 

Mr. Brzrson :—I take it that must of the speakers have 
not been very clear in drawing a distinction between the 
designation of “ farrier” and “shoeing-smith.” I believe 
the veterinary profession will make a great mistake if 
they withdraw their connection from horse-shoeing ; they 
will injure themselves in one of the most important 
and interesting subjects which comes under their prac- 
tice. Those who study the interests of their profession 
most are and always will be farriers, but we will not be 
shoeing-smiths. ‘here is a great difference between the 
two, A man cannot carry on his profession, as far as my 
experience of the country goes, unless he is a tolerably 
good farrier. I make that distinction because it is a 
totally different thing from a shoeing-smith. A man 
may be able to make a shoe, but he certainly must be 
instructed in the nature and treatment of the horse's 
foot in the shoeing forge. With that in view how can we 
sever ourselves from shoeing-smiths. We are constant] 
brought into association with them. I quite agree with 
Mr. Hunting that if the examinations are carried out in 
a suitable manner the whole scheme will be a 

great 
benefit to horse-owners, and necessarily indirectly to our- 
selves and also to shoeing-smiths. The idea of veterina 

surgeons calling men together and lecturing them for a 

hour on half a dozen occasions to teach them the anatom 

and physiology of the horse’s foot, and then givin ‘heen 

a certificate! The thing is absurd! That th 

process should be struck out ; and then let us brin in 

registration on its proper merits. There can be no pe: 
as to the necessity of distinguishing between doorm 

and firemen, Anyone acquainted with the shoeing f Ge 
knows that the two men are equally well eduented saul 

qualified in their particular lines, and one is as w he f 

registration as the other. 1 do not know aren Mr 

Simpson’s resolution may be, but I h ; : Mp. 

_ hope it will be 

; ing in the direction I have indicated, th 

scheme shall be amended in some wa by st ki ie. 

the theoretical part of it as 1 have indicated ~~ 
Mr. Mutvey :—Reference has been made to 

graph in the annual report for which I am r & para- 

and with your permission I should like to a 

was a mistake it was an intentional one ltd end! 

draw attention to the fact that our re ashen. 
Registration Committee of the Worshipfal Genes 

arriers had never sent in a report to the Coca 


‘ 


The report that was sent to the Council was simply the 
report of the Farriers’ Company and not a report from 
our representatives. I have always contended that we 
were entitled to receive a report from them, (hear, 
hear) ; and I have always opposed the way in which this 
farriers’ scheme has been carried out, both in the Coun- 
cil and out of it. 

The PresipENt:—I am pretty nearly sure that the 
report of the Registration Committee of which some of 
the Council are members was agreed to and signed by 
every member of the Committee. If the Council want 
any report other than that they must give their repre- 
sentatives instruction to that effect. 

Mr. F. G. Samson :—My belief is that this meeting 
will do a great deal of good. It will show the Council 
that the profession do not mean to be played with. We 
elect the Council to represent us in the same manner 
that the B:itish workman sends a member to the House 
of Commons; and if the Council do not look after the 
profession and study our interests we must tell them 
plainly that we will remember at the next election that 
it is their turn to stand down. 1 think it would have 
been a much more courteous act on the part of the 
Council had they sent out circulars informing the mem- 
bers that this meeting was going to be held. This 
Registration Scheme does not in any way affect me 
personally ; but I think for the good of the profession 
we should work shoulder to shoulder and try to agree 
in this matter. I am much obliged to Mr. Simpson for 
his lucid explanation of the Charter, and also to Mr. 
Hunting for his remarks. Mr. Simpson told us that the 
manner in which these men had been examined up to 
the present time was far from satisfactory, but he has 
told us that in future a theoretical and a practical ex- 
amination is going to be held. I sliould like to know 
whether separate certificates are going to be issued t0 
doormen and firemen, because in my opinion the certil- 
cate should include both. If a man calls himself a shoe 
ing smith he should be able to do the work from begi- 
ning to end in a proper manner. If the men at 
thoroughly examined, both theoretically and practically, 
and certificates granted on those lines I certainly think 
our connection should be retain#d, with the Fares 
Company. In my opinion we ought to be very cautions 
before we sever ourselves from them, because if they 
cannot do us any good they may do us a great deal of 
harp». (Hear, hear.) 

Professor McGiut :—I stand here as a member of the 
profession, and I must say that I never knew that this 
scheme was in existence until I got the Farriers’ Com 
pany circular. I was not consulted one way or the other, 
and I hold that the profession have not been able to & 
press an opinion. I must say that I looked upo? ; 
matter at first with the greatest favor, but in my 
imagination I did not dream for a moment that jn 
examinations would be conducted as they have been. * } 
opinion was that the Farriers’ Company were insti 
this scheme, and I thought they were doing ‘t ont : 
own responsibility, and that they would look to our p 
fession for moral support. But we can give ow rs 
support without giving them the official support ? 


profession or of the Council. It is because of hcg 
ling manner and the improper way 1n which t nd with it 


has been conducted that I object to be connect ad 160 
I have a letter from Mr. Wynne Baxter, dat ill 

February, 1891, in which he says “ An applica and 
required to pass an examination both theoreti assist 
practical”’ Following out those lines, 10 tes of 
individually as far as | could I signed the certi at 
a great number of men. Had I known how porn 
inations were going to be carried out I should 
not have signed those certificates. 1 went 
even of offering to place a forge at their “8 
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and I also offered to produce the men to be examined | good. I have come from the anvil myself, and I am here 


upon the practical side of the question. We have been 
told that we should not separate the certificates of a 
fireman and adoorman. We do not want men who under- 
stand the structure or the ligaments of the foot, we want 
practical men who can make a shoe and put iton. I 
have a letter here from a working farrier who says “So 
far indeed this movement has disheartened its friends 
and become an object of derision tv its foes.” One can- 
not speak too strongly on this matter because we find 
that these gentlemen who represent us on the Council, 
as Mr. Sheather said, from some sort of funk, or fear of 
the Farriers’ Company have allowed this system of exam- 
ination to proceed. [ hold that our profession should 
never have been associated with any system of examina- 
tion that was not thorough. Every man whose certifi- 
cate I signed requested to be examined. Now, if our re- 
presentatives had to do with the working of the scheme 
Iask, Why were not those men examined? I think a'so 
a system of apprenticeship ought to be instituted. The 
system in London is simply abominable as far as making 
horse-shoers is concerned. I think there is great 
necessity to have two certificates, one for doormen and 
the other for firemen. Here is the opportunity for the 
Farriers’ Company to use their power and influence, and 
their money if it is required, to institute a system of 
apprenticeship whereby young men entering the forge 
will be taught their business thoroughly. In that way 
by and bye you can do away with the double certificate. 
At the present time, however, you cannot do without it ; 
if you wish to be just to the firemen you must have two 
certificates. By issuing certificates broadcast, however, 
they have put good workmen on the same level with 
these men. They have issued many certificates without 
being able to tell whether a man has been examined 
practically or not. I think it is high time for our pro- 
fession to separate itself from the Farriers’ Company. 
We can give them our moral support, but I do not see 
that it is necessary, in fact I question the right of the 
Council, to tail us on to the Farriers’ Company. They 
might just as well join us on to the Fishmongers’ Com- 
pany or any other Company without consulting the 
profession. I do not think you have a legal right to do 
it. I have great pleasure in supporting Mr. Doliar’s 
motion. 

Mr. Pottock :—A year or two ago I looked upon this 
matter asa step in the right direction, and I conse- 
quently assisted several of my own men, and others out- 
side my own forge. Looking at the matter now, how- 
ever, from the present stand-point I fear that we have, 
ne Profession, gone astray from the right path. I re- 
a from expressing an opinion until a recent exam- 

ea took place at Norwich a month or two ago. 
H veal Pritchard came down there to examine men 
san came forward at a shoeing competition. Several 
a ee themselves for the County Council prizes, 

on “ou entered for the prize given by the Associa- 
a : Was careful to watch the whole contest through- 
wel i Was a practical test and prizes were granted, but 
in his try to say that I differ from Professor Pritchard 
= — Several of the men who obtained prizes 
any were awarded certificates without 
dhe Ination beyond the manual one. One man 
my sanatay went into the contest against our city 
rolessor Pritchard spared no pains, he watched 

Ps see: of the men. At the final award [ took 

Worse work ce of the work done, and I think that 

man who Was not done by any of the men than by the 

opportunity Ley - the first prize. 1 took the earliest 
by him, and I vuld of photographing the two feet done 
sts and ri produce them for your inspection. Con- 
doubt right a examinations for certificates are no 
workmen and ut if we are to select some of the worst 
8\ve prizes to them, I say the thing is not 


| to support the working men, and, if possible, to lift them 
up. But lL want them to be lifted up in a proper manner. 
I feel that these men should have certificates granted to. 
them by some body or another, but up to the present the 
certificates which have been granted are useless. I agree 
with what Professor McGill said with reference to regis- 
tering not only firemen but doormen. It is absolutely 
necessary to split up the examination into two parts. 
Whether we, as a College, recognise this examination is 
a question for us to consider. I[ think the granting of 
such elaborate certificates is altogether wrong. There 
ought to be small pocket certificates which men could 
carry about and show from master to master. I hold 
that we should bind these men not to use the contraction 
“RS.S.” but put up “ Registered Shoeing Smith” ; 
so that “those who run may _ read.” [ hope 
that the result of this meeting will be that we shall 
sever ourselves from the Farriers’ Company. We shall 
be lifting ourselves up by so doing. I should only be 
too glad if the Worshipful Company of Farriers could 

see their way to invite us as a body to meet together and 

consider this question on a new basis. I am strongly of 

opiaion that something might then be done for the work- 

ing man. 

Mr. Fraser :—I regret to intrude upon this prolonged 
discussion, but I should like to say a word or two. 
There are two points, I think, upon which we are all 
agreed. I fain would hope that we were agreed upon 
all points. First, we are all agreed that shoeing-smiths 
ought to be taught their duties more completely than 
they are at present. Secondly, we agree that the scheme 
adopted by the Farriers’ Company, and carried vut by 
the Committee in which we are represented, has not 
been worked satisfactorily. Those of us who have given 
attention to human affairs know that no scheme can at 
first be carried out as intended by those who projected 
it. I think it is most unreasonable to expect that this 
scheme should in so short a time be perfect. I am as 
sorry as anyone that a shoeing-smith should be allowed 
to have his name recorded and a certificate granted to 
him unless he has passed a practical examination. We 
have, however, the assurance of the Committee that this 
is now done away with, and that in the future there will 
be a great improvement. I should like to ask, How do 
you expect to improve your position if you sever your- 
selves from the Farriers’ Company! (A Voice: Start 
afresh.) We have gained some experience in the last 
few years, and instead of separatitig ourselves from the 
Farriers’ Company I think it would be better to profit 
by that experience, and continue to work with new 
arrangements. It would be a great pity to throw away 
the influence we possess, and we do possess an influence 
for good. Not aword has been said to show that the 
Farriers’ Company is opposed to us in any way what- 
ever, in fact it is the very reverse. We have reason to 
believe that they are too willing to listen to us, and 
accept suggestions from us as to this scheme which has 
been adopted. A 
Professor J. WortLEy :—I am afraid | must hold 
myself in part responsible for the opinions which have 
been expressed for and against the question which has 
been brought under your notice. I am in the unfortu- 
nate position of having initiated the movement for 
improving the condition of Farriers. 1 was led to do su 
from the fact that not only did the veterinary profession, 
on every occasion when opportunity offered, comment 
severely upon the backward position of the farriers’ art 
in this country, but everyone concerned with horses 
seemed to recognise the necessity for the improvement 
of the art. I think, therefore, that it was a laudable 
spirit which at any rate prompted me to suggest the 


desirability that something should be done for the shoe- 


| ing-smiths of this country. 1 ventured to draw up a 
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scheme, which I submitted to the Farriers’ Company and | direction. I trast that the child, which I must father in 
to the Royal Agricultural Society. It was a very simple | a certain measure, will not be allowed to expire. If you 
scheme. It merely consisted in a recommendation that | can in any way do what has been so long desired —improve 
an Institute of Shoeing Smiths should be formed; that it the farrier’s art, then, personally, I should be perfectly 
should have for its object the improvement of the shoe- satisfied. 
ing craft in the country ; and that the modus operands Mr. J. F. SIMPsoN :—I now beg to submit my amend- 
should consist in appointing experienced veterinary | ment, which I hope will be favourably received after the 
surgeons in our large towns to give shoeing-smiths | very temperate speech of Professor Axe. My amend- 
instruction in forges, and show them how to do their | ment is as follows :—‘‘ That it is advisable in the inter- 
work, and then crediting each workman with — ests of pepo a = dissatisfaction 801 
of merit he possessed. That was the simple scheme | expressed by the members attending this meeting as to n 
which poder to my mind which seemed most likely to | the method of examination and registration of shoeing- rs 
commend itself to our profession and the public. Un- | smiths be conveyed to the Ragistratlon Committee of ral 
fortunately the Farriers’ Company, whose name I men- | the Worshipfal Company of Farriers, and that that com- tha 
tioned as one part of the contract, introduced another | mittee be asked to submit an amended scheme to the dor 
scheme of a very pretentious character, and wanting in Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for in | 
the elements of practice, and, as it appeared to me, want- | consideration by that body and for confirmation by the be 
ing in the elements of success. However, it came about | profession generally.” can 
that the Royal Agricultural Society and the Farriers’| Mr. Price :—I beg to second the a nendment. sha 
Company, at my instigation, assented to take steps for; The amendment was thea put, 12 voting for and 18 y 
the furtherance of this question, and at that time being | against. whi 
the President of the Royal College of Veteriaary Sur-| The Prestpent declared the amendment to be lost. I 
geons, | sought the co-operation of the College, and the — Mr. Dollar’s resolution was then put, 18 voting forand by 
College was good enough to think with me that it was a 12 against. Mes 
most laudable and desirable course to take. They there-, The Prestnent declared the resolution to be carried. with 
upon granted me three representatives to join with the; On the motion of Mr. Dottar, seconded by Mr. form 
Royal Agricultural Society and the Farriers’ Company | Samson, a vote of thanks was passed to the President, 
in framing and organising the scheme with which you | and the meeting terminated. 
are acquainted. I regret very much, as much as you do, 
that the Registration Committee have not kept faith ae eal Th 
with the profession. I did not know until just now that inspe 
they had promised that the examination should be of a VETERINARY SOCIETIES. hess, 
practical nature, but that it has not been so. [ also re- ginis 
- that the —— they have adopted to make this eto case ¢ 
scheme a success has, as it would appear, in a very large ™ Mr 
measure failed. But what I a say is that I rat YORKSHIRE the ce: 
this College will really not allow the matter to drop, but VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. it afte 
that it will continue tobe instrumental iz improving the ida Ade Mr 
farriers’ art. Of course, as to how it shall be instrumen- The Quarterly Meeting of the Members of this Society somet 
tal is another question; but I cannot help thinking | was held at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, on Friday July 28th. Who o 
that it would be undesirable, and I question whether it Mr. H. Snarry, (York), the President, occupied the chair. Which 
would be creditable to the profession, to withdraw from | The following members were presen} :—Messrs. Mason, horse 
the position which we now hold with regard to this Halliday, MeCarmick, Exley and ale Leeds ; Trelan 
movement. For myself, I think that todo so would Cooke, Scarboro’ ; Whitehead, Batley; Scriven, Tad- 4 you 
produce an impression on the public mind which would caster ; Lodge, Dewsbury; Clough, Morley ; Chambers, and he 
hardly be such as we should desire. I dv hope that this | Kirkheaton ; and Mr. Walker, York ; visitor. Monds 
meeting will think well over the resolution which has| On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Mr. of the 
been proposed to day. If the profession is disposed to |MeCarmick, the minutes of the previous meeting were & wing 
start a scheme of its own, and continue to give instruc- | taken as read, say 
tions to the shoeing smiths of this country, then [ have| The Szcrerary (Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh) said that he anodyy 
little or nothing to say; but unless it is disposed to | had received apologies for non-attendance from P gan | 
accept the responsibility of a movement of this kind, | Williams, from Prof. Walley, who had a paper to read at called j 
then [may say it should have some control over the | Edinburgh; Mr. Deighton who was in Devon, and Mr. the hor 
movement as it exists at the present time. To sever | Hardy, York. hurry ; had be 
yourselves from the Royal Agricultural Society and from Mr. Mason said that he had had a letter from Mr. Wound 
gra | is yourselves from | Briggs, Halifax ; who asked to be excused from attending. lam 
i nfluential bo i i i S : 
[ venture to think it is an honour K Mr 
hope thet no: offence will be gives to eith , o | Knaresborough ; as a member of the Society. ase %. 
er one or the _ Mr. Longe seconded the resolution, which ‘was adap M ng 
’ an be devised for maintaining | © The Preston :—The next item on the agenda 18 the vy 


the union which at present exists. Would it no 

better course to pursue, with all the Seadibeerae aes 
have of the weak points in that scheme, to see if the 

cannot be strengthened, and to see if the scheme as it 
how exists cannot be usefully remodelled as to meet with 
the approval of the profession, and afford that satisfac 

tion which the public have a right todemand? | will 
not occupy your time by going into many of the point 

which have been raised as to the details of srecedane . 
connection with the scheme. All I ask is that the 
Farriers’ Company shall continue the examination th t 
the farriers shall continue to receive some mark of dis 

tinction, and that this College shall take some a tive 
part in the course which is now being pursued in Rast 


formation of a committee to revise the rules, for 0 
sideration at the next quarterly meeting and to be pas 
sed at the annual, No rules have been printed sine? 
1866, and I thought it would be advisable that there 
should be some new ones. There is a rule existing t 

you cannot alter any except at the annual mee’ ng 
There is alot of work to do with regard to the revision 
of the rules, and I thought it would be far easter if a 
committee were formed to revise them to the bes” 

their ability and submit them for criticism or alteration 


at the annual meeting. That is my proposition. / 
Mr. :—What rules do you take exception 
The CuarrMax :—There are a lot that I sho 


lf a sub-committee were formed 


exception to. 
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® horse had been lame previously. It had been hunted in 


would be able to point these out. There is no complete 
list of rules in existence, because there are several in the 
minute book which have never appeared in the printed 
list. We have nothing like the Lancashire list of rules, 
which are, in my opinion excellent. Our rules require 
revision, especially those which refer to arrears of sub- 
scriptions and the expelling of members: 


Mr. Mason :—I think the proposition is good and 
sound because it is acknowledged that we have had 
no revision of the rules since 1866. Since that time the 
profession has made rapid strides and many of the old 
rules must be obsolete. There are minutes on the book 
that the rules should be altered, but that has never been 
done, and there are other rules to which we cannot refer 
in print. I think it is most essential that all these should 
be brought together in a compact form so that members 
can see whether they are acting properly or otherwise. I 
shall support the proposition of the President. 

Mr. WuiteHEAD seconded the President’s motion, 
which was carried. 

It was resolved on the motion of Mr. Ex.iry, seconded 
by Mr. Cooxz, that the committee should consist of 
Messrs. Mason, Lodge, Clarkson, and Whitehead, together 
with the President, Treasurer and Secretary, four to 
form a quorum. 


A PrecutiaR LAMENESS. 


_ The PresipENnt said that the next business was to 
inspect a horse which was suffering from a peculiar lame- 
ness, probably disease of the sheath of extensor suffra- 
ginis tendon. It was a very interesting and a practical 
case and one from which they might derive much benefit. 

Mr. Mason said that if Mr. Pickering would describe 
the case they could go out to see the animal and discuss 
it afterwards. 

Mr. PickeR1N@ said he was called in to see a bay colt 
sometime towards the end of February. The gentleman 
who owned him thought a great deal about the horse, 
which was a favourite with him. He did not think the 


Ireland and recently driven in harness. ‘I'he owner gave 
‘young man amount on the animal on the Saturday, 
and he (Mr. Pickering) was called in to see it on the 

onday morning. There was a swelling on the outside 
of the off fore knee, above and below. It was more like 
4 eee than anything else. They gave the colt a 
ose of physic, ordered hot fomentations, and applied 
anodyne. The horse walked soundly, but as soon as he 
called to trot he went lame. A few weeks afterwards he 
the b m Mr. Snarry. _ Une thing he noticed was that 

a orse seemed prominent in the side bone. The horse 


been blistered two or three times. There was a 
Wound in the 


the lameness, 


: GREENHALGH :—How long is this ago ? 
:—Sometime towards the end of the 
nting season, 


t. Mason :—You were called in a f 
: ew days after the 
ae was detected / 
times , ‘CKERING :—That isso. I saw him four or five 


and feed rare [advised that he should be blistered 
The $3 and given a rest in the box. 
4 eat :—Has he been fired / 

fred :—No, he has been blistered, but not 
Mr. W 

six was called in to see a case five or 
Poisoning = Th My opinion is that it is a case of blood 
Ments, and h ere are two or three very large enlarge- 
the knee, © has little enlargements and pustules about 
Pith almost a fee discharge and leave a nasty appearance, 
im, but he ; stulous opening. The man wants to sell 


but that had nothing to do with 


tion of iron, with good diet and as many oats as he can 
eat. He is four years old and a very nice colt. 

The members then inspected the horse mentioned by 
Mr. Pickering. On their return, the PResiIpENT said 
he should like to hear any remarks on the case. He was 
anxious to know what could be done to the animal. 

Mr. Longe said that his opinion was that the horse was 
lame from an injury to the cartilage covering the knee 
joint. He noticed a splint below the knee, which pres- 
sed upon the tendons, but he did not think that that. 
caused the lameness. There was an enlargement out- 
side, and he should not be surprised if that suppurated. 

Mr. Mason said he was of the same opinion as Mr. 
Lodge. He was strongly of opinion that there was 
ulceration of the cartilage. If the part was pressed out 
tbere was crepitation, but he was at a loss to know what 
the crepitation was, whether it was a kind of gristly for- 
mation or not he did not know. 

Mr. ScriveN said he was of opinion that there had 
been some injury to the outside of the joint. The 
gentlemen who hunted the horse might not have noticed 
the injury at the time, but he had himself hunted horses 
that had not shown an injury until the next morning. 
There must have been some injury to the superior part 
of the knee joint. It was causing inflammation, and 
there was no doubt that there was anchylosis in the 
knee joint. He did not think the lameness was due to 
the sheath, but there was something in the knee which 
had been caused by an accident. 

Mr. Cooxe said he was inclined to agree with Mr. 
Scriven, that the lameness was due to an injury—in all 
probability to a puncture, and, to a certain extent, an 
organised deposit. 

Mr. Lopcr :—Has there been any suppuration at any 
time ? 

Mr. PicKERING said that there had never been the 
slightest sign of any puncture, either by a thorn or any- 
thing of that kind. He had not seen the knee for four 
or five weeks up to that day, and yet he never saw it 
look worse. 

Mr. Mason asked if Mr. Pickering had given them a 
full history of the case from the time he was first called 
in to see the animal? Was there any inflammatory 
action going on at the time he first saw the horse; or 
extreme tenderness 

Mr. PickeRINe@ replied that the first thing he noticed 
was a swelling on the outside. There was no appearance 
of the horse having had an injury of any kind. When 
Mr. Snarry saw it there was a little deposit on the inside. 
As Mr. Snarry will tell you, the enlargements are not 
more than little windgalls. I may say that for the first 
ten or twelve days there was nothing applied but hot , 
fomentation, and then we had bandages on the knee and 
anodyne rubbed into it. 

Mr. Mason :—I should like to get at the temperature. 
Mr. PickerinG :—There was no increase in the tem- 
perature. 1 have seen many cases in which horses have 
had their knees banged. There was no effusion in any 
of the capsules of the knee joint. It looked to me as if 
it had been a very severe sprain. The horse had never 
been lame until the young fellow rode it on the Saturday, 
and I had myself seen it about in York. 

Mr. Scriven :—I understood the owner rode him. 

Mr. Pickertna :—No, he lent him to a young fellow 
abont 23. 

Mr. Scriven :—Then there is no telling where he had 
it. He might have had it up a guin tree. (Laughter). 
Mr. Pickerina:—There was not the slightest symp- 
tom of a contusion, and with the exception of two little 
enlargements there was no swelling. 

Mr. Mason :—I don’t want to criticise what you have 
said, but I take it that it is not an uncommon thing to 
find these small enlargements in hunters. I take no 
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Mr. Wuireneap:—It is a very great question with 
me whether there is not some foreign body in the knee, 
I don’t know whether it is a thorn or what it may be, 
but I don’t think it is very unlikely that suppuration 
has taken place before now. ' : 

Mr. Mason :—In backing up Mr. Whitehead’s opinion, 
I may mention the ease of a horse of Lieut. Peyton’s, 
in which the thorn did not come out until two years 
afterwards. 

Mr. Scriven :—What part was the thorn in ! 

Mr. Mason :—In the knee. 

Mr. Picker1na —I have known thorus come out a few 
weeks afterwards, after being poulticed. 

Mr. CuamBers:—I think there is some lameness in 
the foot. It is certainly hotter than the other. 

Mr. PickEeRING :—I think that if it had not been for 
the fact that the owner lent the horse to a young friend 
it would not have been here to-day. It had been in 
regular work for some time and had never shown any 
symptoms of lameness, but was fit to do a lot of work, 

Mr. Scriven :—I don’t think the horse is lame below 
the knee. 

Mr. Pickertna :—When the owner brought the horse 
to me I noticed these little enlargements. _[ told him it 
was practically sound but it might be objected to. 

Mr. Crarxkson :—I think all has been said that [I can 
say on the subject. 1 think the lameness is due to an 
injury, and that the whole history of the case points to 
abang. I believe there will be ulceration of the cartilage. 
He seems to go fairly well, but that is because he gets 
the — well back. He does not beud the knee 
at all. 

Mr. Scriven :—I should like to ask the President 
what treatment he suggests. 

Mr. Mason :—I think, as Mr. Scriven suggests, we 
should give our opinion as to the treatment to be 
adopted. If I might give you my humble suggestion, I 
should want to do absolutely what J liked with the 
animal, I should first of all put it under chloroform and 
try to find out what the extent of the injury was. Hav- 
ing done that, it is very simple to know what todo. An 
incision should be made to see what there is there. 

Mr. Exxry:--If Mr. Pickering has the horse in his 
own hands, make an operation of it, and see what it is. 
There is no doubt that there is some foreign substance 
in, but what it is I cannot tell. 

_ Mr. Lovage suggested that they should first get an 

indemnity from the owner. 

Mr. Cooks :—Before resorting to any such drastic 
means I think it would be worth while to adupt a course 
of homeeopathic treatment. I have known good effects 

result from such treatment, and if this animal was in my 
= I that means before operating. 
r. Lopes :—The effusion might aris ip- 
of the small bones. 
e@ PRESIDENT :—I am very pleased i 

has been discussed. I look am the apes 

great interest, because I think there is somethin . 

learn from it. When I was first called to see the fate I 

found two small windgalls, no swelling of the knee, but 

lameness. ‘To look at, there was nothing to account f 

the lameness ; but when I manipulated it I found ye 

grating in the sheath. The first thing that struck ; 

was that there had been a chipping of the knee. I a 

further and at the enlargement below the knee ieak Pre 

same thing. This case had been going on for some ti “ 

— and it struck me that there must be some cal neon 

deposit. I knew there was some formation in the kai 

the result of an accidental injury. With re her t ‘the 
splint below the knee, it has formed since [ oy th gens 
first. The leg was clean then, except for two littl ex 
largements. I don’t think it will ever suppurate r bop 
the ulceration of the cartilages I believe there is woes 


have had some suppuration before now. That takes me 
to the point as to whether a chip would have the same 
effect as a thorn, | don’t think there is anything in the 
difference in temperature. The ulceration may be 
secondary, consequent upon the original injury. My 
opinion is that the injury was due first to an injury to 
the tendon or to the sheath itself. It is that gritty 
sensation outside, whatever it may be, that has produced 
the lameness. If it had beer an ordinary sprain the 
animal would have got better again. 

Mr. Lovee :—Is it not likely that that grit might arise 
frora the presence of some foreiga body ? 

The PrestveNt :—It might arise from the chipping of 
the bone into very small pieces. 

Mr. Picker1nG :—There was not the slightest evidence 
of the presence of a foreign body. It appears to me that 
this deposit has become organised, whether this has come 
from some bone cells on the side of the knee or not I 


cannot tell, but evidently the organization has been 


going on for some time. 

Mr. Lope proposed that the horse be put under treat- 
ment for three months, and that in the meantime Mr. 
Sutcliffe Hurndall’s treatment be tried. 

Mr. Extey seconded the motion, which was supported 
by Mr. Mason and carried. 

After a conversation on a morbid specimen of tumour 
which caused emaciation and death, the meeting ended 
with a vote of thanks to the President, moved by Mr. 
Mason and seconded by Mr. Scriven. 

W. F. GREENHALGH, 
Hon. Sec. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


His Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief has 
selected Vet.-Major I. Matthews, Royal Horse Guards, 
to succeed Vet.-Major J. Reilly in the Army Remount 
Kstablishment. 

Vet.-Capt. R. Pringle has arrived at Aldershot 
with the 2nd Dragoons from Dublin. 

Vet.-Capt. J. T. Dibben accofipanied the 17th 
Lancers to Aldershot from Hounslow, and will, after 
the manceuvres proceed with that regiment to Preston. 

Vet.-Lieut. C. E. Nuthall accompanied the 1s 
Dragoons from York to Dublin. 

Vet.-Lieut. H. M. Maxwell accompanied the 6th 
Dragoon Guards from Edinburgh to York. 

Vet.-Lieut. F. Joslen accompanied the 1si Drago 
Guards from Windsor to Norwich. 

Vet.-Lieut. E. J. Lawson accompanied the 4th 
Hussars from Colchester to Aldershot. : 

The following vet.-officers will embark curing the 
season for atour of service in India :—Vet.-Maj™ 
F. F. Crawford; Vet.-Capt. F. Smith; Ve 
Lieutenants E. E. Martin, H. B. Knight, ©. B. 7 
man, H.T. Sawyer, J. Farmer, A. Smith, G.* 
Williams, A. E. Clarke, W. N. Wright. |) 

And the following Veterinary Officers will | 
relieved, having completed a tour of service J 
India :—Vet.-Lieut. E. Taylor, W. R. Walker, A. 
Haslam, M.B., and F. W. Sharp. 


Inpian Verertnary DepaRTMENT: 


A resolution stating the duties of officers I 
newly formed Indian Civil Veterinary Depar 


nor do I think there is a thorn in the knee, or we should 


has been issued in India. Its duties are © 
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under three heads, viz.:—Horse-breeding, Animal 
Disease, and Instruction. The rules regarding pay, 
pension, and furlough allowances will be published 
when the final decision of the Secretary of State has 
been received. Vet.-Col. Hallen, the present head 
of the Indian Civil Department, will retire in Feb- 
ruary next. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE PRINCIPLES OF SURGERY. 


From the Address in Surgery, delivered at the Annual 
Meeting of the British Medical Association, held at New- 
castle-on-Tyne, on Aug. 3rd, 1893, by G. H. Humz, M.D. 
F.RC.S. Edinburgh, Surgeon to the Royal Infirmaay, 
Newcastle-on- Tyne, we extract the following :— 

“The science of surgery—and by the phrase we mean 
the principles of surgery-- is nearly altogether the 
growth of the century, and its growth has been by no 
means one of continuous or steady progress—rather, as 
is usually the case in the development of scientific truth, 
it has been by fits and starts. The greater part of the 
work has been done in our own generation. And now, 
with regard to much of the art of surgery, it rests on 
principles so worked out and firmly established that the 
claim to scientific position can be made good. But with 
regard to much also we are still only struggling towards 
scientific truth. In speaking therefore * the develop- 
ment of surgical principles I shall endeavour to illustrate 
both classes—both those principles which, being in a 
sense perfected, have issued in enhanced success, and 
those also towards which we are still groping, and by 
which we have not yet been guided ou’ of difficulty and 
uncertainty. 

The “ principles of surgery” is one of those elastic 
phrases which carry to our minds a fairly exact meaning, 
but to which we find it hard to give a concise definition. 
We certainly do not use it as the equivalent of theory. 
The surgeon who, thinking himself well versed in surgi- 
cal principles and therefore prepared to act in the best 
manner for the best reasons, would not consider himself 
justly described as a man of theory; and yet theories 
which become the motive or suggestion of surgical action 
are surgical principles and these may be sound or un- 
sound according to the character of the views upon 
which they are based. Jn so far as surgery is applied 
‘cience, the data from which surgical procedures spring 
we evn strictest sense scientific principles ; and we 
= 4 surgery advances by precisely the same methods 
st “0 practical sciences. We have our inventions, 
wi Pplances, our practical details upon which an ever- 

mS ingenuity and industry are expended. We 
tone = Sometimes our discoveries in medical or colla- 
which become the inspiration or rallying- 

Point of great practical advances ; but the phrase 
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the minutest practical detail ; and he who, knowing that 
a life may hang on the integrity of a stitch, concerns him- 
self anxiously about the method or material of a suture, 
is — acting in faithful obedience to surgical prin- 
ciple. 

The mode of growth of seientitic principles can find no 
better illustration than in our modern doctrines of sur- 
gical repair. The beginnings of these doctrines may be 
traced far back in the history of surgery; but it was by 
Hunter's work and in the pages of that “ Treatise on 
Inflammation ”—which though pondered aad laboured 
through many previous years, as was Hunter’s way, was 
not published till the year of his death—that the real 
beginning was made. Hunter’s statement that “ primary 
healing takes place without inflammation ” contains the 
germ of what we believe and act upon now. It did not, 
of course, go far enough. It defined the relationship 
between what was then, as it is now, ideal healing and 
inflammation, in the sense that no relationship can or 
does exist between them at all; but there is no such 
definite expression to be found in Hunting’s writings 
with regard to the modes of secondary healing. Hunter, 
I think, believed, as did most of his successors down to 
the last few years, that a certain degree of inflammation 
was necessary for these delayed forms of healing. In- 
deed from Hunter’s time there was a falling away from 
tne faith, and we find the most philosophical surgical 
opinion as represented by Travers holding that a “ sub- 
dued state of inflammation favours healing ’”’ and that to 
“ supersede it would effectually retard or preclude ”’ the 
process of repair. 

Iam sure that to many in this audience it may seem 
to demand an apology that I should even mention in 
their hearing the name of inflammation. 1 may appear 
to be abusing my opportunities in carrying them back to 
their earlier days when inflammation was the bugbear 
of their surgical studies, a true surgical pons asinorwm. 
But I plead in excuse that down toa recent period the 
ideas of healing and the ideas of inflammation seemed in 
the very nature of things to be inseparably interwoven. 
It turns out that they were only needlessly entangled, 
and ideas which in the time of their confusion belonged 
mainly to the region of theory have since proved to be 
matters of the most eminent practical importance. The 
process of disentangling began in and proceeded with 
the elucidation of the true nature of inflammation and 
its consequent suppuration. There was a time when the 
four classical symptoms of pain, heat, redness and swell- 
ing summed up nearly all that was known of the process 
of inflammation. Then followed the anatomical era, the 
time most fruitful of bewildermeut to the student, in 
which, thanks to rapid improvement in the methods of 
microscopical investigation, attention was concentrated 
in the blood stasis, the changes in the tissues and in the 
vessel walls, and on the out-wandering of the white cor- 
puscles. An intermediate stage followed this in which, 
clinically and experimentally, the suppurative processes 
were recognised to be infective to their nature. And 
this culminated in the period in which we now find our- 
selves, when the whole process is demonstrated to be due 
to the agency of micro. organisms. 

One point, however, remains to be cleared up. Is the 
febrile access which follows an aseptic operation, some- 
times sharp in degree though short in duration, to be 
looked on as the result of inflammation! There is nv 
ground for supposing it to be an infective process the 
same in kind and differing only in degree from that 
which always tends to suppuration. If different in 
nature it should also be distinguished in name, and 
there is much to justify the proposal to restrict the word 
“inflammation” to those changes which result from 
the action of septic organisms, whilst the other and 
simpler process under some such title as “ trau- 
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clearing up of its intimate character. Such a defined 
use of the term would end the confusion which has hitherto 
attended the conception of inflammation as a disease, and 
would rest the idea to which the word corresponds on the 
sure ground of etiology. Naturally with the true know- 
ledge of inflammation and suppuration have come clearer 
and more accurate views with iegard to the process of 
repair. Not alone in primary adhesion, but in all forms 
of healing, it is seen that inflammation is never a help 
and can only be a hindrance, and that if it occnrs repair 
must take place in spite of it or be delayed uatil it has 
passed away. We have gone back upon Hunter’s dic- 
tum, only we have given it a more extended, or rather an 
unrestricted, application. The eurgeon’s part therefore 
is now not to treat, but to prevent, inflammation and 
suppuration, and the practical side of the scientific evolu- 
tion I have briefly sketched is the antiseptic system. 

It has sometimes been made a reproach against the 
system of wound treatment by the introduction of which 
Lister created an epoch in surgery that its methods 
and details have undergone constant change; but 
through all the alterations of detail which the desire for 
greater simplicity or increased security has prompted 
there has been no deviation of principle. The dependence 
of suppuration and septic diseases upon organisms and 
the prevention of these diseases by destroying or getting 
rid of the cause are the principles on which the treat- 
ment rests, and it is one which admits of some latitude 
in its application. The aim can be achieved in two ways. 
Either reliance is placed mainly on the germicidal powers 
of chemical agents, or the surgeon prefers to trust rather 
to the removal of the minute organisms along with the 
soilin which they flourish. The two roads to the same 
end we know under the names “ antiseptic)’ and “ aseptic ”’; 
and fortunately we are able in this case to travel on both 
at the same time. So far as our work is concerned, we 
have thoroughly learned the lesson that cleanliness takes 

no second place, that it is the highest virtue in surgery. 
Therefore we cannot err in sparing no pains to remove 
every particle of dirt from the area and all the accessories 
of an operation ; and inaddition we will not deny ourselves 
the further security which the use of some germ destroy- 
ing agent can give. Those of us who have worked through 
the whole of the antiseptic period can in looking back 
trace with some interest the different phases through 
which the method has passed. I shall not trouble you 
with detail in a matter which is already chiefly of his- 
torical interest ; but I may point out that the main 
changes in the technique of the treatment have owed 
their origin to changing views as to the sources whence 
danger of infection might be expected to arise. Under the 
guidance of his earlier experimeuts aud in accord with the 
work of Pasteur and the investigations of Tyndall on the 
floating matter of the air, Lister devised his measure for 
the avoidance of atmospheric contawination ; hence we 
had sealed wounds, and later the spray. Gradually the 
belief strengthened that the airasa source of danger 
might practically be neglected, and we parted with the spray 
with asigh of relief. [t had come to be admitted thatour own 
hands and the skin of the patient, besides the instruments 
and sponges which had always been cared for, were most 


often at fault ; aud asa result even the most orthodox | 


believers in the potency of carbolic acid or corrosive sub- 

limate became scrupulous cleansers. 

_ Lhave said that the antiseptic system admits of latitude 
in its application ; it is open to everyone to elaborate his 

_ Owntechnique. The worst surgery, indeed is the stereo- 
typed surgery ; the best is that which, working faithfull 
from sound principles as a science, encourages as an al 
fertility and variety in their application. But with 
whatever variety of method there ought tu be now no 
grades in the standard of work sought to be accomplished 
An ideal of healing which was only occassionally attain- 
able’ by the many, or more consistently reached vy the few 


‘aud that they be afterwards exactly sutured ; 


as the result of fortunate circumstances or the reward of 
strenous care, has become a generally accepted obligation. 
No one now is ever heard to speak of laudable pus ; uo pus 
is considered praiseworthy ; but, on the contrary, if it 
appear in a wound for which the surgeon is responsible, 
and in making which he had the control of all the con- 
ditions, it is always a thing to be ashamed of. Healing 
without suppuration therefore is the end aimed at in all 
operation wounds, and in a sense it is an extended de- 
scription of union by first intention. It applies to wounds 
healing by granulation or by the organisation of a blood- 
clot as well as to those uniting by primary adhesion. For 
all alike Hunter’s description holds good: “ If a wound 
heals by first intention all keeps quiet as if nothing had 
happened.’ And by way of emphasising the position 

that with such wounds inflammation in any of its stages 
has nothing to do, I will set with this classical quotation 

the description of primary healing wounds given by von 

Volkmann, one of the most distinguished and thorough 

of the German followers of Lister: “ A primary healing 

wound several days after the operation ought to look 

exactly as if it had just been stitched ; no swelling and 

redness, no heat, no pain.” 

From trusting more, because knowing better, Nature’s 
powers of repair, it has followed that the range of re- 
parative surgery has been greatly widened. It is not 
now thought sufficient in bringing wounds together to 
pass our sutures through all the tissues at once, but each 
layer is separately stitched--muscle to muscle, fascia to 
fascia, skin to skin. This is one of the lessons which, if 
it did not at first teach us, abdominal surgery has been 
forward to utilise. The gain in adominal operations 1s 
in a greatly strengthened cicatrix and the avoidance of 
ventral hernia. In general surgery the gain is in pro- 
moting healing by the obliteration of “ dead spaces” and 
the consequent less frequent need of drainage. That the 
ends of divided muscle if broaght accurately together 
will be reunited by proper muscle tissue and uot by 
interposed connective tissue, as was formerly supposed, 
is a fact of recent acquistion, but of some practical im- 
portance. In operations on the abdominal wall—especially 
in certain operations for the radical cure of hernia 2 
which, as in Halsted’s, the muscular layers are freely 
divided—their unimpaired reunion js essential for the 
success of the operation. It is neceSsary, therefore, that 
the muscles should be cleanly incised and not age. 
an 
cases in which such plans of operating are the least likely 
to result successfully are those in which the repair of 80 
complex a structure as muscle is interfered with by su? 
puration. 


PROSECUTION BY THE B.C.V.S. 

At the Westminster Police Court, before Mr. de Ratz, 
on Wednesday the 16th August, Albert Holbrook was 
summoned at the instance of the Royal Collet 
Veterinary Surgeons, for an infringement of the 
section of the Veterinary Surgeons Act. the 

Mr. Bodilly appeared as counsel on behalf ° ng 
College, and after briefly stating the facts, and refert! 
the magistrate to the decisiun in Robinson’s ase, © i 
Mr. Thatcher the College solicitor as witness, who Py 
duced the Register, on which the defendant’s name al 
not appear, and also the authority to proses the 

Street, Sloar? 
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stated that on the 11th July last, he attende 
defendant’s premises, 
Street, and found that they consisted of a 
shop and forge, and that on the open door, 
following words :—“ A. Holbrook, Veterinary 
Forge, with the late 

The reason that he went was, 
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two or three times to verify a complaint which had been | man Richardson, M.P., highly commended Councillor 
hi made, but he eas org unable to ree any information, | Watson and his colleagues for the prompt action they 
‘ and witness therefore went to see for himself. had taken. (Hear, hear.) If a report had got abroad 
‘pus The defendant stated that he employed a firm of | that farcy sateen in the Bod the str er would proba- 
f it veterinary surgeons and was therefore entitled to use the | bly have suffered a serious injury. (Hear, hear.)— 
ible, word “ veterinary ”’ on his forge, and he produced a card | Councillor R. H. Appleton heartily endorsed these re- 
lin to the witness, and stated that it was the card of the | marks. —Councillor Lee asked if Mr. Fryer did not say 
that he had no rig o show him the card and make | he conld not say for the other, although it might be 
| “4 such an assertion without proof, and the Magistrate | affected within half an hour.—Councillor Watsou: | 
or then looked at the card and asked if the gentlemen | understood Mr. Fryer to say that both of the horses were 
at they were bo ers, and one of them a Fellow, | —The minutes of the committee were adopted.— No 
ound and if the defendant’s assertions were true, he would | Star. 4 
had have to report it, and they would be liable to be struck | ————————————-——————— 
tion off the Register for unprofessional conduct. The Magis- 
tages trate asked the defendant whether he would have the PRESENTATION TO MR. H. THOMPSON. 
st1on case adjourned, and call these gentlemen as witnesses, sail 
bar and the defendant after some hesitation, said he would| At the conclusion of the Aspatria Agricultural Show 
er rather not. The Magistrate then said that every pub- | on Wednesday, the directors and shareholders of the 
have to the Aspatria Agricultural College assembled in the tent to 
ecision 0 e Queen’s Benc ivision, an at| make a presentati: to Mr. He Thor n 
and defendant must have known of it, and that even if he had MROVS.. hapenels, in nenatitias of hie indefatigable 
ollege. r. H. Howard presi an re was a large 
inclined to deal leniently , and would therefore only fine of persons the 
Sepa him I0s., and the costs. Of course the word “ veterinary” The CHarRMAN expressed his pleasure at being pre- 
woe would have to be removed at once. sent, and called upon Mr. S. P. Foster to make the pre- 
ie Mr. Foster said he was asked to make the presenta- 
op A DISPUTED QUESTION OF DISEASE. tion because for some years past he had been the chair- 
when it was in the hands of a company. presenta- 
1 and aers. » : inscription on the watch was :—‘ Presented to Mr. Henry 
“for con- | Thompson, M.R.C.V.S., together with a piano, by the 
ollege for his zeal in promoting the welfare of the insti- 
os — for consultations about an alleged outbreak | tution from its foundation,’ and on the piano there was 
sal im- Councillor W. M. Watson explained the question of Me 
dispute which arose in | Thompson’s daughters. He had there a brooch, 
ation thereto. LA ceri ic i i 
g trom farcy, but Mr. 
the was consultation between these two gentlemen, had ~ came to Aspatria 
ir of 80 of Mr. Elliott ond Moana no y through the instrumentality o r. Thompson, 
by sup ded, with their ¢ j le agreeing, it deci- | and the Agricultural College would have been nowhere, 
Fry ’ concurrence, to call in as an arbitrator | he could tell them as chairman of the directors, and the 
ee My Freee i was acknowledged to be an able man. | Dairy would have been a thing yet unborn if it had not 
<< . fern 7 atter examining the horses, said they were | been forMr. Thompson. He was also confident that the 
vere Government Board | Co operative Agricultural Society would have blushed 
BAction which the aan , “yl ee of the prompt | unseen but for the effurts of that gentleman—(hear, 
rt declare the power ook, rad “ye said they would | hear). Mr. Foster then handed the watch and chain to 
Rutzet, Councillor Smith ed area.—Replying to | Mr. Thompson, and wished him life and happiness 
0 " . e Local Government | wife and daughters—(loud applause). 
ect dey a informed that he was solely responsible.| Mr. THompson, who was most enthusiastically re- 
mortem med ~amnel asked if it was a fact that on a post- | ceived, said it was witli no simall diffidence that he 
of the found to be a being made one of the horses was | accepted the handsome present, particularly so after the 
call the horses he ron that the owners of | no m'n was a prophet in this own country. er Ww 
ho pre € animals —Co 4 upensate or the destruction of Mr. Foster had said, and that handsome present, he 
ame did mere led to ung uncillor Watson said the committee | might say that he had beaten the record, and become a 
ate, and ot snes nage by the Local Government Board | prophet in his own tow». In connection with the 
at the Samuel com ee could not be given.— Councillor | College, the honour of founding that institution must 
by Sloane Mithout the me that extreme action had been taken | first be given to Mr. John Twentyman, of Hawkrigg, as 
sksmith'’s » ¥as contr ority being consulted, which, he conten- | being originator of the scheme. At one time he acted as 
were the Bid p ompt ary to the regulation.—Councillor Watson | secretary,’ while he (Mr. Thompson) acted as auditor, 
Shoei market, “acc. was taken in order to protect the | and he knew for a fact that Mr. Twentyman paid 
“infected ae have been seriously injured had an | accounts out of his own pocket amounting to more : 
ba clerk been declared. (Hear, hear.)—Alder- | money than the testimonial he had received that day, 
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and he should have been the recipient of those gifts, 
Respecting himself, he was sorry to say he was not a de- 
scendant of Newton, Harvey, Davy, Darwin, or even a 
Shakespeare—(laughter)—but the descendant of a poor 
country tailor, who lived at Allonby, and made 9s. per 
week, upon which his plucky little mother brought up 
seven of them, and he was the youngest—(laughter and 
applause). At thirteen and a half years old he went to 
Maryport to be a druggist. He worked till nine o’cloek 
at night. There was no eight hours’ movement then. 
He left Maryport and went to Whitehaven and learned 
how to be a ‘ vet.,’ a horse-shoer, and how to groom a 
horse. He afterwards went to Carlisle, and was there 
two years, and then went to Edinburgh and took the 
gold medal at the New Veterinary College under Princi- 
pal Williams. He arrived at Aspatria in 1860 with the 
roverbial half crown in his pocket, and even that was 
rrowed—(langhter). In accepting this beautiful present 
as he had already said, he accepted it with great diffidence 
and reluctance, for the simple reason that he knew the 
work had been done by others. However, he accepted it 
in the same spirit in which it had been given. He.had 
also to thank the committee for the kind consideration 
to his wife and daughters, shown in the beautiful pearl 
broach, travelling cloak, and ring, and he thanked all the 
subscribers most heartily. 


HEALING OF WOUNDS. 


Hunter was well in advance of his time in declaring 
that “ primary healing takes place without inflammation.” 
For nearly a hundred years after his death the healing 
of a wound was regarded as a phase of inflammation —a 
conservative or plastic inflammation. Now, however, 
we all agree that Hunter was right and that, in spite of 
certain close resemblances in the minute changes in the 
tissues, the primary healing of a wound differs toto celo 
from the process of inflammation, one being a physiologi- 
¢al constructive process, whilst the other is a pathologi- 
cal, morbid and destructive change. From this stand- 
point it has been easy to advance still further and to 
conclude that all modes of healing, by first, second or 
third intention, only differ amongst themselves in minor 
and less important details, whilst they agree in their 
essential features and are, all alike, distinct front inflam- 
mation. From the old view that a certain minor degree 
of inflammation was necessary for the healing of a wound 
we have advanced to the position that inflammation is 
the one great antagonist of wound repair, and the sur- 
geon’s chief aim in his treatment of wounds is to exclude 
every known cause of inflammation. It is impossible to 
exaggerate the importance of this severance of “ inflam- 
mation ” from “repair,” for upon it was based that re- 
form in wound treatment which is the great landmark in 
pond - from which have sprung more or less directly 
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The Tetanus Bacillus. 


A correspondent sends us the i 
accompanying ex- 
tract, with the remark :—* Nothing like “tpitchin it 
strong’ when a man has a notion.” 7 
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sr very often in the earth of the yong “hi h 

r . lt is rarely found, on the contrary, amongst the 

_ 0 the shore. At Biarritz and at Cannes clan us is 

unknown ; but the oyster fishers of Arcachon, whose 


hes into the communica- 


which the “ji: ger” makes in the heel. Certain ponds 
are well-known t» give tetanus to any horse whose skin 
is abraised, and a case is cited cf a newly-born infant 
bound with linen dipped in pond water who succumbed 
to tetaiius. They examined the water of the pond and 
found it teeming with these bacilli, A horse may even 
be tetaniferous without having tetanus. A horseman 
contracted the disease by biting his own tongue. It 
was found that the hairs of the horse he rode were in- 
oculated, and that the dust disengaged as he rode had 
infected the tiny wound. Sheep and oxen are also liable 
in the same way to communicate the disease without 
having it themselves. The remedy is to be sought in the 
rigid ¢isinfection of all suspected wounds without en- 
larging them.—The Hospital. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


MECHANICAL OR PAINFUL ? 


Sir 
On reading the cruelty case in Saturday’s Record | 
felt rather interested on the point of pain or no pain in 
reference to the spavin. I know a horse with a similar 
enlargement and intend, if the opportanity presents it 
self, to endeavour to find out if pain exists. 

My idea is to inject hypodermically some anzsthetit 
say cocaine, round the spavin, and note the difference in 
progression, if any. 

If there is pain the lameness should be lessened or mil 
for a short time, if none the lameness will remain the 
same and must be mechanical.--Yours de ‘ 

G. W.S. 


MECHANICAL LAMENESS. 
IR, 


With regard to the case reported in your last Reel 
I am of opinion the question as to cruelty could easil) 
be decided, and with more satisfaction to the gene 
public than the best conducted post-mortem examil* 
tion. Have the horse driven afew miles without whip 
and 1 might suggest the presee of a “ Society’ 
officer on the box to see no implement of torture 1s 
or any other means employed to urge the animal beyo" 
his customary trot, and immediately on his return 
the stable have him examined by two or three practi 
horsemen, not necessarily veterinary surgeuns, preferably 
the former as they know little of spavin, contractio™ 
heat and tenderness, and let them give their opiu™ 
from the general state the auimal isin. If he has st 
pain he will show the usual indications of pal 
blowing, distress, off feed, etc., many other sympton 
only too well-known to anyone accustomed to hore 
may say I have never yet, after over 20 years experiel® 
been able to detect “ heat, tenderness ”’ etc. 1! old i 
of ae. which, no doubt, suggests a lamentable ¥*” 

i 


skil ipulation.— Faithfull 
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Communications, Booxs, AND Papers 


A. Leire, J. F. Simpson, G. Upton, F. 
Thatcher, E. Wallis hewn. “ West Cumberland Time 
We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all mal 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings 
local papers, containing facts of interest. 


Original articles and reports should be 
side only of the paper, and authenticated by ee catio®: 
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